REGULAR MEETING

                       CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY

 CITY COUNCIL / REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

Tuesday July 15, 2008

Council Chambers, 21000 Hacienda Blvd.

MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER  

Mayor / Chairman Evans opened the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS None

WORKSHOPS   None

CLOSED SESSION None

Following the Pledge of Allegiance and invocation, the city clerk called the roll:

PRESENT:
Councilmembers / Directors Strong, Schafer, Edmiston, Lessenevitch, Mayor / Chairman Evans

ABSENT:    None

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem / Director Lessenevitch, second by Councilmember / Director Edmiston to adopt the agenda. Motion carried.

MAYOR’S / CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS None
PRESENTATIONS None

STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS/REPORTS None

CIVIC / COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION ANNOUNCEMENTS 
EDC Breakfast, 7/19 @ Foxy’s 8am

PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR 
Cathy Hart - SCE

Wally Melendez - Inquiries regarding pending lawsuits against the City

Harold Roney - New principal of California City High School

CONSENT CALENDAR / PUBLIC COMMENT 

CC 1. City check register dated 7/10/08

CC 2. RDA check registers 7/9/08 
CC 3.
Approve minutes of meeting dated 2/27/08
CC 4. Council give Second reading, by Title only, with further reading 


waived, and adopt “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNICL OF


THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY AMENDING THE CALIFORNIA


CITY MUNICIPAL CODE AS IT RELATES TO THE TIME OF 


REGULAR MEETINGS”

CC 5. Council adopt “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 


CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY REQUESTING THE BOARD OF 


SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF KERN TO RENDER 


SPECIFIED SERVICES TO THE CITY RELATING TO THE 


CONDUCT OF A GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION TO BE HELD


ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2008”

CC 6. Council adopt “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNICL OF THE


CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY TRANSFERING FUNDS 


UNAPPROPRIATED AS OF JUNE 30, 2008, TO THE CITY’S 


CONTINGENCY RESERVE ACCOUNT, AFFIRMING 


INVESTMENT POLICY, APPROVING THE CITY’S BUDGET, AND 


ESTABLISHING THE APPROPRIATIONS LIMIT FOR THE FISCAL


YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2008”

Motion by Councilmember / Director Schafer, second by Councilmember / Director Strong to approve the Consent Calendar as presented. Roll call vote as follows:
AYES:
Strong, Schafer, Edmiston, Lessenevitch, Evans

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
None

ABSENT:
None
NEW BUSINESS / CITY COUNCIL

NB 1. Neilson vs California City Update

City Attorney Lemieux provided the history in regards to this lawsuit in which the attorney was successful in defending.
NEW BUSINESS / RDA

NB 1. Enterprise Zone

Public Works Director Bevins reported that the City has been approached to participate in an application for a California Enterprise Zone along with several communities in East Kern County. He explained how the program provides tax credits and benefits to businesses, employees and lenders whose activities fall within the zone. There are 42 Enterprise Zones in the state and each zone expires after 15 years. Upon expiration the zones become open for a competitive application process; currently there are 3 zones open to application.

Mr. Bevins explained that each community partaking in the application will contribute funds according to their population; the funds will be used for expenses such as consultants, the application process, marketing, management, insurance, auditing and administration of the approved zone. The City’s estimated cost for the application, setting of preliminary zone boundaries, obtaining State approval, evaluating aspects of project feasibility is $ 60,000 +. The second allocation of $69,000 + will be for the pro-rated share of the required environmental reports, if an EIR is required. The following years (years 2 through 15) the City’s cost would be $27,000+ to cover operational cost of the program. Risks of the proposal were also explained.

Mayor Evans stated that this something that is very much needed for our City and offers a great financial advantage to our community. His main concern is how the allocation between the entities involved was derived. 

He believes that those entities who have the most advantage in the initial phases are contributing the least amount of funding. 

Paul Sipple of the Kern County Community Economic Development Department addressed the council. He has been involved in the early application discussions going back almost a year. He explained in great length how the different entities contributions were decided. 

Mayor and Council collectively voiced their opinions that this would be a great benefit, however they feel the contribution amount estimated for the City is in excess.

Mayor Evans expressed his desire to have staff go back to the table with representatives from the participating entities and negotiate on the amount California City will contribute. There is a clear consensus from the RDA board that this is definitely a program that will benefit and would they like staff to proceed forward, however they agree that the cost allocation is unacceptable. 

Public input was received.

Staff will bring back to the board the outcome of their negotiations.

COUNCIL / BOARD AGENDA: 
Councilmember / Director Schafer - CCB Slurry seal update; vehicles for public works department; OHV update request; flea market possibilities; budget summary in next newsletter

Councilmember / Director Edmiston - Optimist Club Nov. flea market; acknowledge staff on July 4th festivities; trade show events

Mayor Pro Tem / Director Lessenevitch - timeline for completing road projects

Mayor / Chairman - stray dog attack; road projects

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by Councilmember / Director Edmiston, second by Councilmember / Director Schafer to adjourn. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted by, 

Denise Hilliker, City Clerk
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