REGULAR MEETING

CALIFORNIA CITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

TUESDAY, December 18, 2007 5:30 p.m.

Council Chambers, 21000 Hacienda Blvd.
MINUTES

OPENING CEREMONIES:
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Chairman Evans. Following the pledge of allegiance, the City Clerk called the roll.

PRESENT:  Schafer, Strong, Lessenevitch, Edmiston, Evans

ABSENT:
None

ADOPT AGENDA:

Motion by Director Lessenevitch, second by Vice Chairman Edmiston to adopt the agenda. Motion carried.

PRESENTATIONS:  None

STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS/REPORTS: 
Mr. Way reported that escrow has closed on 152 acres purchased at the 

airport.

CIVIC/COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION ANNOUNCEMENTS:   None

PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR:  

Larry Grimshaw presented a letter to the board outlining a proposal for possible RDA funding. Letter received; no action taken at this time. (see attached)

CONSENT CALENDAR:

CC 1. Check register dated 12/31/07 

CC 2. Minutes of the Regular Meeting of 09/18/07; 10/02/07; 11/06/07; 11/20/07

Director Strong requested that check # 7264 be pulled and voted on 

separately. Chairman Evans requested to have check # 7254 pulled for 

discussion.

Motion by Vice Chairman Edmiston, second by Director Lessenevitch to approve the consent calendar excluding checks # 7254 and #7264 in CC 1. Roll call vote as follows:
YES:           Lessenevitch, Schafer, Strong, Edmiston, Evans

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
None

ABSTAIN:   None

Motion by Director Lessenevitch, second by Vice Chairman Edmiston to approve check #7264. Roll call vote as follows:
YES:           Lessenevitch, Schafer, Edmiston, Evans

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
None

ABSTAIN:   Strong

Board received clarification on their questions regarding check # 7254.

Motion by Director Edmiston, second by Director Strong to approve check #7254. Roll call vote as follows:
YES:           Lessenevitch, Schafer, Strong, Edmiston 

NAYS:        Schafer, Evans

ABSENT:
  None

ABSTAIN:  None

AGENCY AGENDA: 

Director Lessenevitch - asked that we “project name” the acreage 

purchased at the airport and would like to request a report on potential 

interested businesses.

Chairman Evans – request RSG update

CLOSED SESSION:  None

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by Director Lessenevitch, second by Vice Chairman Edmiston to adjourn at 5:58 pm. Motion carried.   

Respectfully Submitted:

Denise Hilliker

Agency Secretary

APPROVED BY AGENCY ON _____________

                                      REGULAR MEETING

CALIFORNIA CITY CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY, December 18, 2007, 6:00 p.m.

Council Chambers, 21000 Hacienda Blvd.
MINUTES

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

Mayor Evans opened the meeting at 6:04 p.m.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance and invocation, the city clerk called the roll:

PRESENT:
Councilmembers Edmiston, Schafer, Strong, Mayor Pro Tem Lessenevitch, Mayor Evans

ABSENT:    None

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Lessenevitch, second by Councilmember Edmiston to adopt the agenda. Motion carried.

PRESENTATIONS:  

“State of the System” – Cathy Hart, SCE

California City Community presented a check for $1000 toward the K-9 fund

Kistie Evans – Gave a report on her experience as a White House Intern

STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS/REPORTS:  
City Manager Way provided updates on the following items:

a. Youth Center

b. Staff meeting with Lahontan

c. Proposed street projects

d. Littering enforcement in the City

City Police Chief Lunsford provided information on a vehicle lease program which will be brought back before the council for their consideration. 

CIVIC/COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Dave Stafford - Support school bond

Ron Smith, Victory Baptist Church - Awana Club, supporting military families

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:
Mayor Evans addressed the issue of both verbal rumors and written 

untruths that are circulating within the city and his wish for people to 

communicate and work together at solving problems.

PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR: 

Clarification was provided by staff and council on various items of concern which were brought forward by citizens in attendance. No action was taken.

CONSENT CALENDAR/PUBLIC COMMENT:

CC 1. Approve check register dated 12/12/07

CC 2. Approve minutes of the 7/31/07 meeting

CC 3. Give Second reading by Title only, with further reading waived and 


adopt “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF CALIFORNIA CITY AMENDING THE CALIFORNIA CITY MUNICIPAL CODE AS IT RELATES TO WATER FACILITIES”

CC 4. Give Second reading by Title only, with further reading waived and 


adopt “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF CALIFORNIA CITY AMENDING THE CALIFORNIA CITY MUNICIPAL CODE AS IT RELATES TO SANITATION SERVICES”

CC 5. Community Clean up Day Proclamation; and adopt “A 


RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 


CALIFORNIA CITY DESIGNATING THE FIRST SATURDAY 


OF EACH MONTH AS COMMUNITY CLEAN UP DAY”

Per public request the following checks were pulled for discussion:

#76488; 76512; 76535; 76588; 76596; 76597 and 76600

Per council request item CC 4 will be pulled for discussion.

Motion by Councilmember Schafer, second by Mayor Pro Tem Lessenevitch to approve the Consent Calendar excluding the above mentioned checks and item CC 4. Roll call vote as follows:
AYES:
Edmiston, Schafer, Strong, Lessenevitch, Evans

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
None

ABSENT:
None

Staff provided clarification on each check pulled for discussion.

Motion by Mayor Evans, second by Councilmember Schafer to approve all checks pulled for discussion. Roll call vote as follows:
AYES:
Edmiston, Schafer, Strong, Lessenevitch, Evans

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
None

ABSENT:
None

Item CC 4:

Councilmember Edmiston reported that all items of concern he previously noted on this ordinance has been reflected in this version presented.

Mayor Pro Tem Lessenevitch stated that this is in no way a controversial piece of legislation on the part of the council. 

Further comments and concerns were received from the council.

Motion by Councilmember Schafer, second by Mayor Pro Tem Lessenevitch to give Second reading, by Title only, with further reading waived and adopt “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY AS IT RELATES TO SANITATION SERVICES”. Roll call vote as follows:
AYES:
Edmiston, Schafer, Lessenevitch, Evans

NAYS:
Strong

ABSTAIN:
None

ABSENT:
None

NEW BUSINESS 1:

OHV Permit Ordinance

Following a lengthy discussion on this item between staff and council it was the consensus to continue this item until next meeting. Council also directed staff to draft a correspondence to state officials regarding a possible exemption on state law due to the particular circumstances of our streets in the second community.

NEW BUSINESS 2:

Joint RDA/Council Meetings

Councilmember Edmiston requested that this item be put on the agenda.

His main concern is the importance of the public to understand that the city council and the agency board are two completely separate entities. He is unsure how that will be perceived if we combine into one meeting. 

Staff explained that most cities hold consecutive meetings and that there will be a significant amount of time saved by doing so. Staff also feels that this will be a “work in progress” with the ability to make changes as needed.

It was the consensus of the council, with Mayor Pro Tem Lessenevitch dissenting, that the new joint RDA/Council meetings will begin the first meeting in January 08. 

NEW BUSINESS 3:

Fire Station generator

Fire Chief Mylander presented the staff reported. He explained that the current generator at the fire department has been in service for quite a long time and was originally obtained from government surplus. Replacement parts are no longer available for this unit. Funding for replacement of this unit was previously approved in the 07/08 budget.

Both council and public comments were received.

Motion by Councilmember Edmiston, second by Councilmember Schafer to proceed with the purchase of new generator for the fire department. Roll call vote as follows: 

AYES:
Edmiston, Schafer, Strong, Lessenevitch, Evans

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
None

ABSENT:
None

NEW BUSINESS 4:

Cooperative agreement with Honda R & D

Fire Chief Mylander provided the staff report. 

This agreement is between the City, Honda R & D Americas and Harry Herbst, and is an extension of our current paramedic program that is already in place. Mr. Herbst is already employed fulltime at Honda and this agreement would allow him to also serve as their onsite paramedic. Kern County is unable to provide paramedic service but the City is willing to provide such services because the City’s paramedic response capacity will be enhanced. 

Council questions were addressed. Discussed was the sentence stating that the County consented, but that their signature is not being required on the agreement.

Motion by Councilmember Schafer, second by Councilmember Edmiston to approve cooperative agreement, omitting sentence which states “County consents to the City providing paramedic services as set forth herein to the HPCC” Roll call vote as follows:

AYES:
Edmiston, Schafer, Strong, Lessenevitch, Evans

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
None

ABSENT:
None

COUNCIL AGENDA:

Councilmember Strong - Happy Holiday wishes

Councilmember Schafer – request resolution from council showing support for school bond measure

Councilmember Edmiston - Happy Holiday wishes

CLOSED SESSION:  
CS 1. Per Gov’t Code Section 54956.9; confer with Legal Counsel regarding existing litigation, Guy vs California City

City Attorney Lemieux reported that the council was given a report regarding the Sherry Guy case. No action was discussed or required. 

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by Councilmember Edmiston, second by Councilmember Strong to adjourn. Motion carried 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Denise Hilliker, City Clerk

MINUTES APPROVED BY CITY COUNCIL ON ___________________

SPECIAL MEETING

CALIFORNIA CITY CITY COUNCIL

SATURDAY, January 12, 2008, 8:00 a.m.

Council Chambers, 21000 Hacienda Blvd.
MINUTES

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

Mayor Evans opened the meeting at 8:00 a.m.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance the city clerk called the roll:

PRESENT:
Councilmembers, Edmiston, Schafer, Strong, Mayor Pro Tem Lessenevitch, Mayor Evans

ABSENT:    None
ADOPTION OF AGENDA:

Motion by Councilmember Schafer, second by Councilmember Strong to adopt the agenda. Motion carried.

CLOSED SESSION:

CS 1 Per Gov’t Code Section 54957; Public Employee, City Manager

Mayor Evans reported that council completed required resignation paperwork for William Way.

NEW BUSINESS:
NB 1 City Manager position

Mayor Evans opened up the floor for discussion on this item.

Councilmember Edmiston stated that with the amount of projects that the city has going it would behoove the council to look for someone who can assist Acting City Manager Lunsford. Someone who could take the lead with planning and economic issues. He also feels that the City should look into an outside agency to handle the recruitment for the city manager position. 

Councilmember Schafer stated that he has every confidence in Ms. Lunsford’s abilities and echoed the need to hire someone to assist her in dealing with ongoing projects.

Mayor Pro Tem Lessenevitch stated that the first issue the council has is finding the best candidate for a new city manager. The reason why council is discussing a transition in the first place is to have the time to adequately search for a new manager, regardless of what process we use. He feels the first issue should be a decision on how much time is needed to adequately find our permanent replacement, not questions about the interim. 

Mayor Evans stated he doesn’t feel a time line can be put on the hiring of the new manager. He feels the most important thing is that we interview with candidates who the council sits down with and upfront they understand our vision, our direction and our goals. Also he feels the council needs to address how much they are willing to pay a new city manager. 

Public comments were received.

City Manager Way offered his opinion on the position by encouraging council to consider Acting City Manager Lunsford as the new permanent City Manager. However he does believe that the city has been lacking in the project management area. He feels that it is more than necessary to hire someone who can give 100% of their time as a Community/Economic Director who can move projects forward. Funding for such a position has been previously set aside in the budget.

Staff received direction from council to begin the process internally for the recruitment of the new city manager. A decision to go with a professional outside agency will be made if necessary. A special meeting can be called if necessary to conform to publication deadlines for advertisements and to consider the hiring of an economic development / planner consultant.

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Lessenevitch second by Councilmember Edmiston to adjourn at 9:42. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted by, 

Denise Hilliker, City Clerk

MINUTES APPROVED BY COUNCIL ON ______________________ 

SPECIAL MEETING

CALIFORNIA CITY CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY, January 22, 2008, 5:30 p.m.

Council Chambers, 21000 Hacienda Blvd.
MINUTES

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

Mayor Evans opened the meeting at 5:00 p.m.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance the city clerk called the roll:

PRESENT:
Councilmembers, Edmiston, Schafer, Strong, Mayor Evans

ABSENT:    Mayor Pro Tem Lessenevitch 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA:

Motion by Mayor Evans, second by Councilmember Edmiston to adopt the agenda. Motion carried.

CONTINUED BUSINESS:
CB 1 City Manager position

During the discussion of this item, Mayor Pro Tem Lessenevitch arrived. 
Mayor Evans explained that the purpose of this special meeting was to address three items. First, is the council going to proceed in the hiring process of the city manager strictly in house or by hiring an executive search firm? 

Councilmember Schafer stated he wished to move forward with the consideration of two hires. One is the city manager directly and the other an economic development director/coordinator. He stated he had spoken off line with Chief Lunsford and believes she is comfortable with that as long as council would put someone in to assist with the planning / development projects.

Chief Lunsford answered questions regarding her retirement status and confirmed that she will be retiring regardless of what position she holds in two years. She also believes that a planner/ coordinator that would work as a part time consultant would be the best way to go. If it turns out that their services are needed more than part time then she would address that when it happens. 

Motion by Councilmember Schafer, second by Councilmember Edmiston to offer Linda Lunsford a 2 year contract as City Manager pending contract negotiations and to place contract negotiations under closed session on the February 5, 08 agenda. Roll call vote as follows:
AYES:
Edmiston, Schafer, Strong, Lessenevitch, Evans

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
None

ABSENT:
None

Mayor Evans reiterated that there is a need to hire or to contract with an economic development coordinator. 

Mayor Pro Tem Lessenevitch stated he felt the discussion of a planner/coordinator position at this time was inappropriate, due to the fact the agenda only warranted discussion regarding the City Manager position. 

City Clerk Hilliker left the chambers to confer with legal counsel by phone regarding possible further discussion. Upon her return Ms. Hilliker reported that City Attorney Lemieux verified that it was within the posted agenda guidelines to discuss other personnel who might be assisting her in assigned duties as City Manager.

Council discussed their ideas/opinions on the hiring of a coordinator/planner.

After much discussion Mayor Evans agreed with the consensus of the council that the position is needed in order to assist the Ms. Lunsford as City Manager. He further stated that Ms. Lunsford would be the best one to make the call on who would best work with her. Furthermore Ms. Lunsford should bring back to the council her choice for the position. 

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by Councilmember Edmiston second by Councilmember Schafer to adjourn. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted by, 

Denise Hilliker, City Clerk

MINUTES APPROVED BY CITY COUNCIL _______________________
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